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The dancing-girl castes and their allies, the melakkdrar,
are now practically the sole repository of Indian music, the
system of which is probably one of the oldest in the world.
Besides them and the Brahmans few study the subject. . , .

There are two divisions among the dasls, called valangai
(right-hand) and idangai (left-hand). The chief distinction
between them is that the former will have nothing to do with
the kammdlar (artisans) or any other of the left-hand castes,
or play or sing in their houses. The latter division is not
so particular, and its members are consequently sometimes
known as the kammdla dasls. Neither division, however, is
allowed to have any dealings with men of the lowest castes,
and violation of this rule of etiquette is tried by a panchayat
of the caste, and visited with excommunication. . . .

Among the kaikolan musicians of Coimbatore at least
one girl in every family should be set apart for the temple
service, and she is instructed in music and dancing. At the
tali-tying ceremony she is decorated with jewels and made
to stand on a heap of paddy (unhusked rice). A folded cloth
is held before her by two ddsis, who also stand on heaps of
paddy. The girl catches hold of the cloth, and her dancing-
master, who is seated behind her, grasping her legs, moves
them up and down in time with the music which is played.
In the evening she is taken, astride a pony, to the temple,
where a new cloth for the idol, the tali, and other articles
required for doing pujd (worship) have been got ready. The
girl is seated facing the idol, and the officiating Brahman
gives the sandal and flowers to her, and ties the tali, which
has been lying at the feet of the idol, round her neck. The
tali consists of a golden disc and black beads. She continues
to learn music and dancing, and eventually goes through the
form of a nuptial ceremony. The relations are invited on an
auspicious day, and the maternal uncle, or his representative,
ties a golden band on the girPs forehead, and, carrying her,
places her on a plank before the assembled guests. A Brah-
man priest recites mantrams (prayers), and prepares the sacred
fire (homam). 'For the actual nuptials a rich Brahman, if
possible, or, if not, a Brahman of more lowly status, is in-
vited. A Brahman is called in, as he is next in importance to,
and the representative of, the idol. As a dasl can never be-
come a widow, the beads in her tali are considered to bring
good luck to women who wear them. And some people send
the tali required for a marriage to a dasl, who prepares the